
WASCO COUNTY COURT 
REGULAR SESSION 

AGENDA 

May 17, 2006 

LOCATION: Wasco County Courthouse, 
"COURTROOM #202" 

511 Washington Street, The Dalles, Oregon 

9:00 a.m. OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

9:30 a.m. OPEN TO DEPARTMENTS 

10:00 a.m. PUBLIC HEARING on the proposed formation of Pine Hollow Rural 
Fire Protection District. 

10:30 a.m. CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION of the Resolution in the matter of 
the 2006 Election to receive National Forest Related Safety-Net 
Payments under P.L. 106-393. 

11 :30 a.m. MISCELLANEOUS DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL of the 
May 17, 2006 Consent Calendar. 

1 :30 p.m. DISCUSSION to assess workload priorities for the Office of the 
Wasco County Court. 

NOTE: THIS AGENDA IS SUBJECT TO LAST MINUTE CHANGES. 

'llie facifity is handlcayyed accessi6(e. P(ease contact (541) 506-2520, 
if you need specia{ accommodations to attend the meeting. 

'l1J'JJ - 1-800-735-2900 



WASCO COUNTY COURT 
REGULAR SESSION 

MAY 17, 2006 

PRESENT: Dan Ericksen, County Judge 
Scott McKay, County Commissioner 
Sherry Holliday, County Commissioner 
Kathy McBride, Administrative Assistant 

At 9:13a.m. the meeting was opened to the public. 

Georgia Murray presented to the Court two handouts. She informed the 
Court that the Marian Taylor's property located at Crates Point has been for sale 
for four years. The price is now down to $400,000. The Discovery Center has 
offered to buy the property but for less than what the owner is asking. 

Mrs. Murray went over the highlighted area in her first handout, which is 
language in the County's Comprehensive Plan that is unclear. Mrs. Murray has 
been told that they have to have an agreement with the Discovery Center in 
order to be allowed to use the property for recreation use. Everyone she speaks 
to wants to know what this means. The language in the County's 
Comprehensive Plan is not clear. She has spoken to Laura Buhl at the Planning 
Department; she was told that they cannot give her anything in writing of what is 
required. 

Mrs. Murray stated that she has spoken to Todd Cornett, Planning & 
Development Director, regarding this matter. The Planning Department would 
charge her $100 for a written ordinance interpretation. Mrs. Murray is requesting 
that this fee be waived by the County Court. 

Some discussion occurred regarding Mrs. Murray's request. 

Judge Ericksen will talk to Mr. Cornett regarding this issue before the 
Court considers waiving the $100 written ordinance interpretation fee. The 
County may need to ask the Gorge Commission for their interpretation of the 
language adopted by the County from the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic 
Area Management Plan. 

At 9:45 a.m. Robb Van Cleave, Employee & Administrative Services 
Director, stated that the budget is $11,000 short in covering the maintenance 
costs of the SISCO Network System. Mr. Van Cleave is requesting permission to 
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spend $11 ,000 if he needs to. Mr. Van Cleave noted how the County budgeted 
for the $11,000 in next year's budget. The contract term runs from May to May. 
Mr. Van Cleave is trying to get the contract to run month to month. The bill is due 
right now. 

Commissioner McKay asked if we could reduce next year's budget by 
$11,000 if the bill is due now. 

Mr. Van Cleave stated that the County could not reduce the budget since 
next year's payment would be due in May, 2007. 

Some discussion occurred. 

Mr. Van Cleave updated the Court on the removal of the large tank behind 
Annex B. He indicated it is not looking good. The County has probably spent 
$25,000 so far. The County still has two other tanks to remove. 

***It was the consensus of the County Court to authorize Robb 
Van Cleave, Employee & Administrative Services Director, to pay the 
maintenance bill for the SISCO Network System at the approximate cost of 
$11 ,000; this is being approved with the knowledge that a year end transfer 
will be required***. 

At 9:52 a.m. Bob Martin, Community Corrections Manager, discussed with 
the Court the transaction window project at the Community Corrections 
Department. He is seeking clarification on the requirements of the County's 
Contract Review Board Rules. The rules specify if the cost is over $5,000 three 
competitive quotes are required. The quotes he has received back from potential 
contractors are worded as "estimates" and "proposal". 

Mr. Martin noted that one quote is under $5,000 and two are above. He 
noted that the work must be completed by June 30, 2006 in order to spend the 
money out of this year's budget. 

Some discussion occurred regarding the County's Contract Review Board 
Rules. Judge Ericksen stated if the company with the least expensive proposal 
cannot respond within the time needed in order to complete the project as 
required then it is not a responsible bid. 

{{{Commissioner McKay moved to authorize Bob Martin, Wasco 
County Community Corrections Manager, to select the lowest responsible 
quote for the transaction windows project after confirming that the 
estimate bid is firm. Commissioner Holliday seconded the motion; it was 
then passed unanimously.}}} 
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At 10:05 a.m. Dan Boldt, Public Works Director/Surveyor, informed the 
Court that the Public Works Department contracted with Tenneson Engineering 
several years ago to do a storm water master plan in Murray's Addition. 
Mr. Boldt requested that the Court place a moratorium on selling county owned 
property in the area until storm drains are installed. 

Mr. Boldt stated that it has come to his attention that Chenowith Water 
PUD has received a federal grant which will tie their water system together in the 
Addition. The Public Works Department has not budgeted to do the work this 
year or next year. He has to believe that it would be foolish not to act now to 
install two lines in the same ditch. Mr. Boldt met late last week with Tenneson 
Engineering, Chenowith Water PUD, and Crestline. They have compared the 
estimated costs. Mr. Boldt is going to recommend that we do this. To do the 
trunk line along Chenowith Road Mr. Boldt thinks we are looking at around 
$80,000; to tie up to Starlight Street would almost double that cost. Mr. Boldt will 
be back later today to discuss this matter further. He asked that the Court think 
about this matter. 

Judge Ericksen stated that he will not be in attendance during the 
afternoon session so he will leave it up to the Court. He is, however, supportive 
of the project. 

At 10:11 a.m. Karen LeBreton Coats, Clerk/Budget Director, stated that 
the Fair had to buy a new mower. The county needs to transfer $3,250 from 
Parks Fund Capital Improvement Account up to a new line item in the Parks 
Fund. 

{{{Commissioner Holliday moved to transfer $3,250 from Parks Fund 
Capital Improvement Account to a newly created Non-Capital Account in 
the Parks Fund to cover the costs of the purchase of a new mower during 
Fiscal Year 2005-2006. Commissioner McKay seconded the motion; it was 
then passed unanimously.}}} 

Mrs. LeBreton Coats stated that Suzann Alsup, Fair Board Secretary, is 
requesting a meeting with members of the Court to discuss budget issues. 

At 10:15 a.m. Judge Ericksen called to order the Public Hearing on the 
proposed formation of Pine Hollow Rural Fire Protection District. 

There were six people in attendance. 
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Keith Mobley stated he is here with Darla Mormance. The Fire Protection 
District is presently organized as a non-profit corporation. They have done very 
well over the years. The District has operated on yard sales and community fund 
raisers. The people who are most engaged in those fund raisers are tired. There 
is more that needs to be done. Mr. Mobley stated that this is the time for the first 
required public hearing. If the Court's judgment is that it is proper, we would go 
thru a second public hearing. 

Darla Mormance informed the Court of the annual process in seeking 
donations to operate their volunteer Fire Department. Mrs. Mormance stated that 
it is getting harder and harder to have people step up to assist. There is only a 
core group that does everything. She noted the age of their equipment and the 
need to acquire more hose and training. 

Chris Beeler, Pine Hollow resident, stated that she is the EMS Director for 
Pine Hollow. In the past they have been lucky to receive grant funding to pay for 
the costs of training and equipment. This funding has gone away. Mrs. Beeler 
stated that they ask their volunteers to pay for their tee shirts and the costs of 
their medical training. They want to keep the medical care provided at the 
highest level that they can. They are in need of help and the money that the 
District's tax rate can bring. Mrs. Beeler stated that her budget is a little over 
$4,000 for supplies, fuel and oil. 

Jim Mormance, Training Officer at Pine Hollow, stated that their training 
budget for this year is already gone. They would like to send more volunteers to 
training. They need a district formation in order to do that. 

Kathy McBride, Administrative Assistant, stated that the County has 
received no comments in regards to the proposed formation of the Pine Hollow 
Rural Fire Protection District. 

Mr. Mobley stated that their population changes throughout the year. It is 
likely that the population will continue to grow, as well as the need for emergency 
services at Pine Hollow. This District would serve all of South County if more 
resources were available to meet the needs. 

Mr. Mobley stated that the Juniper Flat Rural Fire Protection District has 
done quite well. The District was formed in the 1970s. The formation of the 
Pine Hollow RFPD would create a substantial benefit to the region and to the 
residents of the area. 

Mr. Mobley mentioned that the District will be asking for a permanent tax 
rate of $2.00 per thousand. Mr. Mobley requested that the Court conduct the 
second public hearing on June ih. 
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Commissioner Holliday stated that the South County Ambulance Service 
is very thankful for the help in the area. They are a great group of people who 
are very dedicated. 

At 10:27 a.m. the Public Hearing was closed to further testimony. 

{{{Commissioner Holliday moved to approve the Order entered after 
first hearing and setting date for second hearing in the matter of petitions 
filed for the formation of Pine Hollow Rural Fire Protection District. 
Commissioner McKay seconded the motion; it was then passed 
unanimously.}}} 

Darla Mormance stated that there are 580 registered voters in the 
proposed district. 

Commissioner Holliday pointed out that they are the second largest 
community in Wasco County. 

The Public Hearing adjourned at 10:32 a.m. 

At this time the Court considered the adoption of the Resolution in the 
matter of the 2006 Election to receive National Forest Related Safety-Net 
Payments under P.L. 106-393. 

Art Smith, Mt Hood/Willamette Resource Advisory Committee Member, 
stated that the coming year's funding is estimated at around $440,000. 
Mr. Smith stated that the Congressional Delegation who is carrying the 
reauthorization bill is asking for the counties to fund Title II. 

Some discussion occurred. 

Mr. Smith presented to the Court a handout listing proposed Title II 
Projects, along with copies of the Title II Project Submission Form for each 
proposed project. 

[[[A copy of the handout from Art Smith is hereto attached and made 
a part of this record.]]] 

Mr. Smith went over his handout at this time. He noted that the top four 
projects are the ongoing projects that the County has been funding with Title II 
Funds for the entire length of the Act. 
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Mr. Smith stated that the YCC Project of Dave Gross has always been 
funded by the RAC through Title II. He noted that there are six or more Title II 
projects that warrant the County's attention; they should be funded. 

The Court discussed the amount of Title Ill Funding received over the 
period of the Act. The funding levels received are as follows: 2001 - $34%; 
2002- $1 0%; 2003- 0%; 2004- 25%; and 2005- 49%. 

Mr. Smith stated that 25% would yield approximately $110,000. 

Discussion occurred. It was noted during the discussion that the Court is 
leaning towards allocating 25% towards Title Ill for Federal Fiscal Year 2006. 
However, the Court will make the final determination on May 31 5t. 

At 11 :20 a.m. Dan Boldt, Public Works Director/Surveyor, and Art Smith, 
Project Manager, discussed with the Court the storm sewer project in Murray's 
Addition. 

Mr. Boldt stated that the County has three choices; do nothing; do trunk 
line which is 1900 feet along Chenowith road; or do trunk line and lateral up the 
hill on Starlight Street, which adds another 1000 feet to the project. 

Mr. Boldt stated that if the County is going to do the project then we 
should do the project when the ditch is open. Mr. Boldt stated that he is inclined 
to do both the trunk line and lateral. That would get us far enough up the 
subdivision where we could require the builder to tie into the storm line. Mr. Boldt 
stated that Marty Matherly and Art Smith would argue that we should just do the 
trunk line for now. 

Mr. Boldt stated that the lateral line is as expensive as the trunk line. The 
County will be sharing the cost of digging the ditch. We would be saving roughly 
$5.00 every linear foot. 

Discussion occurred. 

Judge Ericksen stated that he is inclined to have the County do the project 
since it has been a problem for so long. 

Commissioner Holliday agreed with Judge Ericksen. She feels it is only 
going to get more expensive over time. 

Art Smith stated that it will be a $100,000 to $150,000 commitment from 
the Road Reserve Fund. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 



WASCO COUNTY COURT 
REGULAR SESSION 
MAY 17,2006 
PAGE 7 

***It was the consensus of the County Court to support the Storm 
Sewer Installation Project in Murray's Addition as discussed***. 

At 11 :34 a.m. Nolan Young, City of The Dalles Manager, presented to the 
Court his memorandum in regards to placing the Library Service District on the 
November, 2006 ballot. 

[[[A copy of the memorandum from Nolan Young, City of The Dalles 
Manager, dated May 17, 2006 is hereto attached and made a part of this 
record.]]] 

Mr. Young is requesting that the County get a quick legal opinion to return 
the measure to the ballot in November, 2006. He is requesting that the County 
resubmit the measure to the voters at the same service level as the May election. 

Mr. Young went over his recommendation at this time. He noted one 
minor adjustment would be to not charge library cards to people located outside 
the City of The Dalles. If the measure passes we could restore the hours of 
operation back to 40 hours per week if a tax anticipation note was issued. 

Mr. Young stated if the measure fails in November, then we would 
implement the library cards and would sit down to regroup. 

Discussion occurred. 

Mr. Young stated that his recommendation has already been sent to 
The Dalles City Council. The reduced hours at 20 hours per week at 
The Dalles/Wasco County Library will not begin until July 1, 2006. 

The Court is supportive of the approach being recommended by Nolan 
Young. 

At 11 :55 a.m. the County Court considered the Regular Session Consent 
Calendar of May 17, 2006. 

[[[A copy of the Regular Session Consent Calendar of May 17, 2006 
is hereto attached and made a part of this record.]]] 

{{{Commissioner McKay moved to approve the Regular Session 
Consent Calendar of May 17, 2006 as presented. Commissioner Holliday 
seconded the motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 
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{{{Commissioner McKay moved to approve the Agreement between 
Oregon State University and Wasco County. Commissioner Holliday 
seconded the motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 

The Court discussed various items listed on the Discussion List of May 17, 
2006. 

[[[A copy of the Discussion List of May 17, 2006 is hereto attached 
and made a part of this record.]]] 

Item #1 - The Court considered the email received from Debi Baskins, 
CASA Program Manager. 

[[[A copy of the email from Debi Baskins, CASA Program Manager, is 
hereto attached and made a part of this record.]]] 

Staff was instructed to inform Debi Baskins, CASA Program Manager, that 
the County has no available office space. 

Item #3 - Judge Ericksen will be contacting Mary Merrill and 
Commissioner Holliday will be contacting the Confederated Tribes of Warm 
Springs in regards to openings on the Mt. Hood Economic Alliance. 

Items 5 and #6- Staff was directed to get input from Mike Davidson, 
Emergency Management Manager, in regards to the appointment of the Wasco 
County Wildfire Coordinator and the establishment of the Wasco County Wildfire 
Steering Committee. 

The discussion scheduled to assess workload priorities for the Office of 
the Wasco County Court will be rescheduled to another date. 

At 12:12 p.m. the Court recessed for lunch. 

At 1:34 p.m. the Court reconvened. 

Judge Dan Ericksen will not be present during the afternoon portion of this 
meeting. 

Commissioner McKay informed Pam Weed and Kristy Reffett that Judge 
Ericksen could not be present this afternoon so no decision on Ms. Weed's 
request will be made today. 
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Pam Weed stated that Meredith Van Valkenburgh was hired to represent 
her; however he never called Ms. Weed to keep her informed on what was going 
on with the probate of her father's estate. Mr. Van Valkenburgh was retained by 
the family over a three year period. 

Kristy Reffett stated that Mr. VanValkenburgh never did what he said he 
would do. The family is considering filing a complaint with the Oregon State Bar. 
The probate was released in April, 2006. 

Mrs. Reffett read into the record the letter from Kristy and Dan Reffett. 

[[[A copy of the letter from Kristy and Dan Reffett is hereto attached 
and made a part of this record.]]] 

Ms. Weed stated that she would like to purchase the property directly from 
the County instead of having the property go through the public auction process. 

At this time the Court was provided with some background information 
pertaining to the foreclosure of the property by Wasco County. 

Discussion occurred. Ms. Weed informed the Court that she cannot afford 
to move. As to how things are going with the neighbors; Ms. Weed responded 
that they are happy with the property being cleaned up. 

The issue of the property located in Dufur, Oregon, which is currently 
leased by Pam Weed will be discussed at 2:15p.m. on May 31, 2006 in the 
Courthouse Back Basement Meeting Room. 

At 2 p.m. Robb Van Cleave, Employee & Administrative Services Director, 
stopped in. Miscellaneous discussion occurred regarding the following issues: 
rescheduling the discussion on assessing the workload of the Office of the 
County Court to May 31, 2006; the decision to hire a new enforcement officer; 
and the public's perception with the county saying we had to cut and then turning 
around and hiring a new employee. 

The Court signed: 

- Order in the matter of the reappointment of Lorena Lowell to the Mid-Columbia 
Housing Authority. 
-Agreement between Oregon State University and Wasco County. 
- Order entered after first hearing and setting date for second hearing in the 
matter of petitions filed for the formation of Pine Hollow Rural Fire Protection 
District. 



WASCO COUNTY COURT 
REGULAR SESSION 
MAY 17, 2006 
PAGE10 

The Court adjourned at 2:22 p.m. 

WASGO COUNTY COURT 
I / ·. 

Sherry Holli~ay, ·county Corn$issioner 
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WASCO COUNTY COURT 
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May 17,2006 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

Order in the matter of the reappointment of Lorena Lowell to the Mid
Columbia Housing Authority. 
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DISCUSSION LIST 

LEGEND: 
Action Item 
High Priority 

Medium Priority 
Low Priority 

On Hold Temporarily 
Information Only 

1. Discussion on the email received from Debi Baskins, CASA Program 
Manager, regarding office space. 

2. Discussion on the letter received from M. D. Van Valkenburgh, dated 
May 12, 2006. 

3. Replacement of Bob Cole and Sal Sahme on the Mt Hood Economic 
Alliance. 

4. Finish the discussion on proposed Agreement between the County and the 
City of The Dalles regarding the operations of the City/County Library, as 
well as the final Order on the formation of the District. 

5. Appointment of the Wasco County Wildfire Coordinator. 

6. Establishment of the Wasco County Wildfire Steering Committee. 

1. Consideration of the request from Kay Tenold, Wasco County Fair Board, 
seeking assistance from the County, dated April 11, 2006. 

1. Discussion on establishing a NORCOR Booking Fee for mediation services. 

2. Discussion on farmable land in Wasco County. 

3. Discussion on the establishment of System Development Charges. 

1. Naming of basement meeting rooms. 

2. Discussion on the availability of housing for low and moderate 
income households in the next five years. 

3. Employee Recognition for Process Improvement. 

1. Posting packets on the website. 

Page 1 - Discussion List 
8/21/2006 
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2. Discussion on the possible reorder of the Sesquicentennial Flag for Wasco 
County, Oregon. (As per Fred, the cost will be $94.62 per flag for a 
minimum order of 12. The price will be higher for a flag order of 6 to 11 
flags.) 

3. Location for Catlink. (Will review use of old Public Works Building in May, 
2006.) 

4. Designation of Individual or Department to fill the openings on the Radio 
Station Schedule for 2006 (November 14th). 

5. Request from Merle Davis to lease property owned by Wasco County which 
is located near the Tygh Valley Cemetery and the request to rezone said 
property to allow a Recreational Vehicle Park. (Will reconsider in April, 
2007.) 

6. Email from Heidi Stanphill, Hood River County, dated November 2, 2005 in 
regards to the NACo Prescription Drug Program. 

7. Letter from the Oregon State Board of Geologist Examiners dated 
September 27,2005. (Referred to Todd Cornett for his recommendation.) 

8. Storage request from the Wasco County-The Dalles Museum Commission. 
(On hold until after the Court conducts a walk through of County facilities.) 

9. Request from the Wasco County Fair Board for a surplus computer. 
(Referred to Randy by Judge Ericksen, 08/05.) 

10. Letter from Paul Tews and Marilyn Ericksen, Original Wasco County 
Courthouse Preservation Committee, requesting one surplus computer. 
(Referred to Randy by Judge Ericksen, 08/05.) 

11. Letter from Vickie Ellett, The Dalles Area Habitat for Humanity dated 
December 28, 2004. 
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